
UC Merced Graduate Student Association
Delegate Assembly Meeting

GradPad, 3:30 - 5:00 PM PST, March 21, 2018

1. 3:30 - 3:35 Call to Order, Approval of Meeting Agenda, Nomination and appointment
of minutes recorder.

Minutes recorded by: Rodolfo Lopez

2. 3:35 - 3:40 Opening Remarks – Peter Reschke, Internal Vice President

3. 3:40 - 3:45 Public Comment Period

Nicholas: In favor of making the fairy shrimp the official mascot of the graduate stu-
dent body in order to bring awareness to biodiversity and conservation of our local
environment.

4. 3:45 - 4:05 Roundtable Updates on Delegate Assembly Constituents

Humanities and psychology graduate students have raised concerns over reductions in
summer funding. Graduate students would like to know ahead of time if summer fund-
ing will be made available to them and in what amount. This topic has been proposed
to be added to the agenda for next meeting.

5. 4:05 - 4:55 Legislative Review

(a) Fairy Shrimp Resolution passed by EC does not pass the DA. Zero (0) in favor,
Nine (9) apposed, and one (1) abstained.

i. Recommendations: The DA has not received measurable interest from the
general graduate student body in favor of making the Fairy Shrimp a mascot.
Therefore, the DA recommends bringing this item to a referendum during the
upcoming GSA election. Without a referendum in favor of the Fairy Shrimp,
the DA does not find it justifiable to impose the Fairy Shrimp “as the sole
mascot for all graduate student clubs and organizations and the Fairy Shrimp
as official co-mascot for all other university activities”.



(b) Tentative Budget passed by the EC does not pass the DA. Three (2) in favor,
seven (7) apposed, and one (1) abstained.

i. Recommendations: The DA unanimously favors earmarking carry-over funds
for use during the summer months as clubs and organizations currently do
not have summer funding. DA is strongly opposed to having elected officers
and delegates vote in their own stipend. If the EC feels strongly in favor of
officer stipends, the concept and any amount should go up for referendum
vote. With clubs and graduate students having trouble being fully funded in
their endeavors (travel, events, etc...), we the DA oppose having money be
set aside for officer stipends.

6. 4:55 - 4:59 For the good of the order, announcements, meeting adjourned

Members present
Johannes Brust Rodolfo Lopez
Morgan Barnes Rachel Hatano

Tessa Provins Smith Pablo Contreras
Sai Phani Kiran Hota Giraldy Eisman

Manuel Cornejo Michelle Yeung

Next meetings
April 19 (2:00 - 2:30 PM) GradPad


